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SOUTH EAST ASIA TRAVEL INFORMATION 

VISAS:  

Depending on the passport you hold, a visa may be required for entry to South East Asia and is 
not included in the tour price. Please visit the relevant Visa Application Centre websites as per 
the countries you are visiting on the tour to find out more information and how to apply.  
 
INSURANCE:  

It is a condition of booking with us that you take out suitable travel insurance. You must provide 
us with the name of your insurer, policy number and their 24-hour emergency contact number 
when you book with us or as soon as possible thereafter. These details will be available to your 
National Escort should they be required. Wendy Wu Tours will not be liable for any costs incurred 
by you due to your failure to take out suitable travel insurance from the date of booking. 
 
GROUP SIZE:  

Most of our groups consist of 10 travellers or more and will be accompanied by both a National 
Escort and local guides. There will be no more than 28 travellers in each group although you may 
encounter other Wendy Wu our groups while you are travelling. 

All our departures are guaranteed to operate with a minimum of 8 travellers booked (unless 
cancelled due to factors beyond our control). However, at our discretion we may operate 
departures with a smaller group size as we try to operate advertised departures wherever it is 
viable to do so. For groups with fewer than 10 travellers, departures will operate with local guides 
only. 
 
EATING IN SOUTH EAST ASIA:  

Southeast Asia is home to an incredibly rich food history. The local cuisine is known for its intense 
flavours, spices and some of the freshest ingredients you can find. In general, meals include 
either rice or noodles and are packed full of flavour.  Lemongrass, ginger, lime leaves, coriander, 
fish sauce and so y sauce are used in most local dishes.  Whilst Southeast Asian food has a 
reputation for being hot and spicy, each region actually has its own distinct characteristics. 
Vietnam, for example, is perhaps best known for its fresh and aromatic dishes – relying heavily 
on flavours from fresh herbs such as mint, basil and dill.  

Your itinerary has been carefully crafted to introduce you to a range of local dishes and we hope 
that you enjoy the culinary adventure ahead.  All meals (excluding drinks) are included in our fully 
inclusive group tours from dinner on the day of your groups’ arrival until breakfast on your day of 
departure. When dining in Southeast Asia, although some restaurants have adopted a western 
approach to dining, expect some restaurants to follow the traditional communal style of eating.  
Typically, this will mean each diner has their own small bowl and may serve themselves from a 
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variety of shared dishes. At some local restaurants, appetizers and main courses might be served 
when they are ready instead of following a particular order. 

Determining when it’s appropriate to use chopsticks, forks or spoons can be challenging for some 
travellers, even other Asians, as each country has different customs. In Vietnam, dishes are 
normally placed in the centre and people serve food for themselves with their own chopsticks and 
bowl. In Thailand and some other countries in Southeast Asia, fork and spoon are used for most 
dishes and chopsticks are typically provided to eat noodles. Usually chopsticks or other utensils 
are provided to scoop the food into your bowl to prevent your own chopsticks from touching the 
food that remains on the table. Dining in Southeast Asia is fairly casual with not too many rules. 
Leaving food on the plate is not considered rude.  

Please refer to your travel guide for more information on Southeast Asian cuisine, including 
information for travellers with restricted diets. 

SOUTH EAST ASIA PUBLIC HOLIDAYS:  

If you are travelling within South East Asia Public Holidays please note that celebrations can last 
a couple of days and during these times some businesses will be closed and coach, air and train 
travel may be affected. Tourist attractions will be open, but may be crowded.  
 

ACCOMMODATION:  

Your accommodation is selected for convenience of location, comfort or character, and can range 
from a business hotel in one city to a family run guesthouse in a smaller town. In more remote 
areas, accommodation may be of a lower standard and may not have all western amenities. 
Hotels are generally rated as local three to four-star standard, but please note that there is no 
international classification system for hotels and differences in facilities and quality do exist 
between the UK and Southeast Asia. All group tour hotels have private western bathroom 
facilities, air conditioning, TV and telephone. Plumbing and electricity supplies can be erratic and 
quite often the power in hotel rooms is turned off while guests are out of the room. If you 
experience any difficulty, please speak to your National Escort/Local Guide. Rest assure that all 
hotels used by Wendy Wu Tours are regularly inspected by our staff and our partners to ensure 
that standards meet your needs.  
 
Solo travellers: If you are a solo traveller and willing to share a room, you will not have to pay a 
single supplement for any hotel rooms. Willing to share single travellers booking within 75 days 
of the first day of a group tour will be subject to availability. If no suitable match is available at 
time of booking you will be required to pay all single supplements. 
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TRANSPORT:  

Coaches: Coaches with air conditioning are used on our group tours for city sightseeing, short 
excursions to the countryside and longer transfers where necessary. However, mini buses may 
be used for smaller groups (under 10 passengers). Roads in South East Asia have generally 
improved over recent years, but traffic and/or weather conditions may extend driving times. Road 
construction work usually covers an enormous section of road - not just one or two kilometres as 
you may be used to. For this reason, the timings listed in the itinerary are approximations only.  
 
Planes: Internal flights are based on economy class, with reputable airlines. 
 
TIPPING POLICY:  

Tipping while on holiday is common in most parts of the world and Southeast Asia is no exception. 
However, it is not always clear who it is appropriate to tip and how much. Furthermore, travellers 
may not have the right amounts of cash available at the right time. In order to avoid any 
inconvenience Wendy Wu Tours operates a tipping policy where a stated amount is given to your 
national escort at the beginning of your tour and tips are disbursed to local guides and drivers 
throughout your tour. The amount is designed to be at a reasonable level for travellers while being 
fair to the local people and includes a gratuity for the national escort. 
 
If you are travelling in a smaller group with local guides only, then tipping is paid in each 
destination.  To be fair to the guides we ask for slightly higher amounts per traveller with small 
groups. 
 
We generally find that most customers appreciate the convenience of our tipping policy but we 
do recognize that it may not suit everyone. However, as this is a group tour we ask that everyone 
follows the same protocol to be fair to other group members and to ensure smooth operation of 
your tour. 
 
DEVELOPMENT IN SOUTHEAST ASIA:  

Although South East Asia is developing quickly, it still lacks the international standards of civil 
infrastructure and tourist facilities. Concepts of personal responsibility are also different to those 
in the UK. Consequently, tourist and public facilities may not uphold the same safety standards 
as in the UK; for example, you may see a hole in  
 
the road without a warning sign or safety barricade. All of our suppliers meet local safety 
standards as a minimum. We want you to have an enjoyable holiday so we ask that you take extra 
care, use your common sense, refer to notices and follow advice from you National Escort or Local 
Guides. 
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AFTER YOUR BOOKING:  

Once you have booked with Wendy Wu Tours, you will receive an email with your confirmation 
invoice, along with a link to our website where you can find your visa information (if applicable) 
and other important information. Your final documentation pack will be sent to you 
approximately 2 weeks prior to departure.  
 
ITINERARY CHANGES:  

It’s our intention to adhere to the day-to-day itinerary as printed; however, the order of events or 
sightseeing may change as we look to improve our tours or as local conditions dictate. In these 
circumstances we’ll make the best possible arrangements maintaining the integrity of your trip.  
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